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Just after midnight on Friday June 23, 2006, Seattle Police Officer Zsolt Dornay was brutally beaten by a group of individuals in post alley in downtown Seattle. In fear of his life, Officer Dornay fired his handgun and struck one of the individuals involved.

On Wednesday June 28th, Seattle Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske took the unprecedented step of turning this investigation over to the Kent Police Department to “avoid any appearance of bias.” The Seattle Police Officers’ Guild has the utmost respect and admiration for the Kent Police Department, however, their experience in investigating these types of incidents does not compare with the Seattle Police Homicide Unit. The Seattle Police Homicide Unit has investigated more homicide crimes and officer-involved shooting incidents than any other agency in the Pacific Northwest. SPD homicide detectives have conducted multiple Seattle Police officer-involved shooting investigations where the outcome revealed that the shooting was unjustified. Clearly, they have a demonstrated track record of conducting thorough and unbiased investigations.

The Seattle Police Officers’ Guild strongly objects to turning this investigation over to an outside agency. Why should this Seattle Police officer-involved shooting be handled differently than the rest? Just because there is a local attorney involved in this investigation, does this mean that the King County Prosecutor’s Office should turn their investigation over to an outside agency as well, in order to avoid the “appearance of bias?”

The Seattle Police Officers’ Guild deeply respects the King County Prosecutor’s Office. They have a proven track record of acting with impartiality and fairness in handling difficult cases, as does the Seattle Police Homicide Unit. Removing either agency from this investigation is an insult to both agencies’ sterling reputations. We call for this investigation to be handled by the very best investigators our region has to offer, the Seattle Police Homicide Unit.


All inquiries can be directed to the Seattle Police Officers’ Guild office at (206) 767-1150.
